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SUBJECT: SYRIAN PRESS SEES LITTLE GOOD COMING OUT OP 
WASHINGTON 

SUMMARY: WHILE STICKING TO ITS POLICY OP PLAYING DOWN 
BEGIN VISIT, SYRIAN PRESS CITES NUMEROUS QUOTATIONS COMING 
OUT OP WASHINGTON WHICH LEAVE LITTLE ROOM POR SYRIAN 

OPTIMISM. SYRIANS SEEM TO BE RELYING EXTENSIVELY ON 
ISRAELI MEDIA FOR REPORTS ON VISIT AND OBVIOUS TONE OF 
ISRAELI GLEE RANKLES DEEPLY. END SUMMARY. 

1. THE SYRIAN PRESS CONTINUES ITS LEAD HEADLINE TREATMENT 
OP THE LEBANESE SITUATION WHILE INFORMING ITS READERS OP 
THE RESULTS OP ELGIN'S VISIT TO WASHINGTON. AL-BAATH, 

JULY 22, HIGHLIGHTS THE POLLOWING POINTS: A. BEGIN SAYS 
HE WILL "RETURN TO 'OCCUPIED PALESTINE' FROM WASHINGTON 
BEARING GOOD NEWS." B. VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE CONFIRMED 
THAT "US-ISRAELI RELATIONS HAVE NEVER BEEN BETTER AT ANY 
TIME IN THE PAST THAN THEY ARE NOW." C. SECRETARY VANCE 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 DAMASC 04665 221731Z 

SAID THAT "THE TRIP OF BEGIN TO THE US WAS A MORE DAZZLING 
SUCCESS THAN HAD BEEN EXPECTED." D. THE SECRETARY ALSO 
SAID "HIS (ELGIN'S) VISIT HAS OPENED NEW VISIONS POR 
HOLDING A GENEVA CONPERENCE. THE SECRETARY EXPRESSED HIS 
HOPE THAT SOME PROCEDURAL PROBLEMS RELATING TO THE WORK OP 
THIS CONPERENCE WILL BE RESOLVED DURING THE TOUR WHICH HE 
WILL UNDERTAKE AT THE BEGINNING OP NEXT MONTH IN THE MIDDLE 
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EAST. E. HAARETZ SAYS THAT ' PRESIDENT CARTER HAD DECIDED 
TO GIVE ISRAEL AMERICAN HELP IN PRODUCING 'ISRAELI TANKS.'" 

E. ERENCH NEWS AGENCIES SAY THE US HAS "DECIDED TO 
RESPOND POSITIVELY TO ISRAEL'S REQUEST FOR 100 
ADVANCED AMERICAN FIGHTERS OF THE F-I6 TYPE." G. "JAMES 
ABOUREZK SEVERELY CRITICIZED THE TERRORIST - BEGIN - DURING 
A CLOSED SESSION OF THE FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE OF THE 
AMERICAN CONGRESS." 

2. EDITORIAL COMMENT IN THE SYRIAN PRESS IS DIVIDED BETWEEN 
THE LEBANESE SITUATION AND ELGIN'S VISIT. EDITORIALS IN 
TISHRIN AND AL-BAATH BOTH FOCUS ON NEW US ARMS AID TO ISRAEL 
AND, NOT SURPRISINGLY, SEE NOTHING IN THE NEWS OUT OF 
WASHINGTON AND ISRAEL CALLING FOR OPTIMISM (QUOTATIONS 
CONTAINED IN USIS MEDIA REACTION CABLE, JULY 22). 

3. COMMENT: SYRIAN PRESS SEEMS TO BE RELYING EXTENSIVELY 
ON KOL ISRAEL AND ISRAELI NEWSPAPERS FOR NEWS OF BEGIN'S 
WASHINGTON TRIP. STORIES ARE FREQUENTLY SOURCED TO ISRAELI 
MEDIA. ISRAELI EXPRESSIONS OF EEP SATISFACTION WITH VISIT 
ARE UNNERVING TO SYRIANS. SYRIAN MEDIA SEE THE 

ISRAELI POSITION AS TOTALLY UNACCEPTABLE ON QUESTIONS OF 
PALESTINIANS AND WEST BANK AND TAKE THE POSITION THAT BY GIVING 
NEW ARMS AID TO SIRAEL, US HAS PUT ITS IMPRIMATUR ON 
CONTINUED ISRAELI INTRANSIGNECE ON THESE TWO SUBJECTS. 

PRESS COMMENT NONETHTLESS CONTINUES TO BE UNITS ALT .Y SUBDUED 
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GIVEN PERCEIVED PROVOCATION. IT IS CLEAR THAT SYRIAN LEADER- 
SHIP WANTS TO HOLD THE LINE UNTIL SECRETARY'S 
VISIT. 

MURPHY 
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